no              Chancellor of the German Reich
third place behind Hindenburg and the Reichswehr (i.e.
Schleicher) : this was the National Socialist German
Workers' Party (die nationalsozialistische deutsche Arbeiterpartei,
N.S.D.A.P.). Three men were then at the head of the
party. They were : Hitler as its leader, Strasser in charge
of the parliamentary section, and Captain Ernst Rohm as
the all-powerful lord of six hundred thousand S.A. men.
(Adolf Hitler was not able then, nor had he ever been able
at any previous time, to enter the Reichstag as a deputy,
because as an Austrian he was not entitled to stand as a
candidate in the German Reich. Consequently he could
not take over the formal political leadership. Only through
his shady appointment as a policeman in the little Thuringian
town of HUdburghausen did Hitler as an c official of the
German State' (deutscher Stattsbeamter] become a German
citizen. This appointment was made by the first National
Socialist minister. Dr. Frick. Hitler's first candidature was
characteristically enough not as deputy, but as President of
the Reich.)
The National Socialist Party, which for years had been
underestimated and jeered at in Germany, had on I4th Sep-
tember 1931 won a fantastic election victory. One hundred
and seven deputies were returned to the Reichstag. Even
at that time the party was striving for full powers in the
state, especially as Hitler, in the presidential election against
Hindenburg, had obtained more than thirteen million votes.
But because, in spite of this, the National Socialist Party
did not at first have an absolute majority of votes, it had
to be content with disintegrating the Weimar Republic,
commanding the streets with the S.A. and negotiating with
the Reichswehr behind the scenes. As Rohm, the Chief of
Staff, had come from the Reichswehr, and was bound to
Schleicher by old ties f of friendship, it was not very difficult
for them to hatch their plots together.
On I4th April 1932, the Chancellor Dr. Briining had
banned the too-powerful S.A. His successful negotiations
for a solution of the reparations question, the negotiations
for an understanding with France, the restoration of order